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typical American girl’s, it was
not always so: Alyssa was born
with biliary atresia, a fatal liver
disease. As a nine-month-old
baby, she was put on a transplant
list; a new liver was her only
chance for life.

Historically, there has been a
shortage of donor livers for
children, due mainly to the lack
of size-matched cadaver organs.
But as Alyssa waited for a
cadaver liver in August 1988, her
parents Teri and John Smith were

Alyssa, the
first transplant
patient ever to
receive a partial
liver from a living,
related donor, made the nightly
news for days on end. Although
she doesn’t remember any of
this, her mother says it helped
to mold her. Alyssa visits
children needing transplants
and intends to study medical
social work. Her recovery and
progress were so good that as
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